WE NEED TO BE “SERIOUS ABOUT
SAFETY,”” NOT “TOUGHONCRIME”:
Polling for the Virginia gubernatorial on how to win

the narrative on safety, accountability, and justice and
Inoculate against “soft-on-crime-and-the-border” attacks

June 2025
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VIRGINIA 2023 AND CLOSE TO $25M SPENT ON
CRIME ADS: TESTING 2 “TOUGH” & 1“SAFETY” AD

GOP candidate touting more Dem candidate touting support Dem candidate touting
funding for police and “tough-on- for police, police endorsements, comprehensive approach and
crime” approach and gun control measures being “serious about safety”

DEMOCRATS ARE

SERIOUS
PAID FOR 5Y YERA ACTION ING
Republican Candidate Democratic Candidate Mock ad for a Democratic
Juan Pablo Segura Nadarius Clark candidate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VN6zIrXQszE https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agDu65zyvT0 https://vim m/912348236/4be896715d?share=
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgDu65zyvT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VN6zlrXQszE
https://vimeo.com/912348236/4be896715d?share=copy

“SERIOUS ABOUT SAFETY” BEATS “TOUGH ON CRIME"
OVERALL-AND MOTIVATES BLACK & YOUNG VOTERS

Even if none is exactly right, which of these ads is most alighed with your views?

OVERALL 23% 26% 34%
M BLACK VOTERS 6% 36%

LATINO VOTERS 17% 37% 37%

WHITE VOTERS 27% 23% 31%

GEN Z VOTERS 13% 34%

BOOMERS 25% 23%

DEMOCRATIC VOTERS 7% 33%

SERIQMS REPUBLICAN VOTERS 40% 18% 15%

SAFETY

INDEPENDENT VOTERS 21% 28% 29%

HLRA
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SAFETY.

' a———
WHAT DEMOCRATS

STAND FOR

4be89671 5d?share co


https://vimeo.com/912348236/4be896715d?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/912348236/4be896715d?share=copy

Voters Margin of error

Global Strategy Group conducted a live phone E:;amargin of error at the 95% confidence level is +/-
and text-to-web survey of 1,075 likely 2025 R
Virginia General Election voters between May

1stand 7, 2025. The margin of error on sub-samples is greater.
This includes a base sample of 600 interviews
and oversamples of the following groups: S e lagpcn DU~ ekt
+ Clarke
» 115 African American likely voters resulting in a total of : ?Zﬁﬁg s ::rgnzewwam\‘ g s
216 African American interviews s T IR Rappanannock / + Aleandra iy
* King George et 2, + Fairfax City/County
- 180 Hispanic likely voters resulting in a total of 220 oy 3 %?@'f - Falls Church City
Hispanic interviews s PARCNY. ¢ waktmorena

Outer Markets * Winchaster City

+ 180 AAPI likely voters resulting in a total of 209 AAPI D A ONE

. . * Tri-Cities, TN DMA
interviews « Harrisonburg, VA DMA
* Bluefield, WV DMA
* Greensboro-High Point-
Winston-Salem, NC DMA
* Raleigh-Durham DMA

Norfolk DMA
20 of electorat

Roanoke DMA Richmond DMA
13% of olectorate
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TAKEAWAY #1.

Democrats should stop treating crime

like a liability and turn safety, accountability,
and justice into an asset—especially by
targeting “safety and justice” voters.
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“SAFETY AND JUSTICE” TARGET VOTERS ARE
ROUGHLY15% OF THEVIRGINIA ELECTORATE

They are less likely to trust Democrats on crime but do not support the GOP candidate. They are also
more likely to be people of color, younger, less ideological, and less likely to have gone to college.

Overall Safety Overall Safety Overall Safety
Electorate Targets Electorate Targets Electorate Targets
100% 15% Total 100% 15% Total 100% 15% Total
47 36 Dem 43 48 <55 57 61 Non-college
12 40 Ind 57 52 55+ 43 39 College
41 23 Rep
74 61 White 38 38 DCDMA
31 21 Liberal 16 24 Black 19 19 Richmond
32 51 Moderate 4 4 Hispanic 20 19 Norfolk
37 26 Conservative 6 n AAPI 13 11 Roanoke
26 39 POC 9 12 Outer Markets
37 21 Politics vimpt
32 28 Politics smwt impt 77 67 Seeks out news
31 52 Politics not impt 23 32 News comes to me

Vera AcTION
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DEMOCRATS HAVEA PRONOUNCED ADVANTAGEIN
THE CURRENT POLITICAL CLIMATE IN VIRGINIA

Which party do you identify as belonging to?

Democrat Independent Non-MAGA Republican MAGA Republican

Overall Y 13 7 1 33|
White I 1 I A o
Black K/ 14 . 6 1 8]
Hispanic K/ 16 .8 1 26/
AAP| I 25 10 1 14
Swing ki 40 L 13 1 14/
Safety K 40 12 1 12
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YET DEMOCRATS RUN BEHIND THEIR PARTISAN
ADVANTAGEWHENITCOMES TO ISSUES OF CRIME

Which party do you trust more when it comes to improving safety in communities?

Net Dem
Trust
Democrats No Difference Republicans more Gen. Diff
Overall +3 +10 -7

o
o
=l

Swing E Y | +3 18 15
Democrat [EL 2 kK1 [+85 +96 -1
Independent Fil 48 1] | -10 +1 -1

Republican H 7 I ] 87 85 -2
18-44 E I 16 I 7Y [+16 +26 10
45-64 15 e — .

65+ 9 I 1 4 -3

White non-college
White college

sl
rJ
UL} ]

26 -18 -8
+16 421 -5
+46  +58  -12]
+13 +20 -7
+30 +30 O

tn
‘
w

Black
Hispanic
AAPI

—

i

!M
J

(¥
i

Vera ACTION Source: GSG May 2025 Virginia survey commissioned by Vera Action 9



TAKEAWAY # 2.

Virginia voters don’t buy “tough-on-crime”
rhetoric. They want a new approach—

and that’s being “serious about safety.”
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ACROSS EVERY DEMOGRAPHIC GROUP, A “SERIOUS
ABOUT SAFETY”"APPROACH BEATS “TOUGH ON CRIME"

Which approach to addressing crime do you agree with most, even if neither is exactly right?

We should fully fund things that are proven to create safe We should do more to get tough on crime - like

communities - like good schools, jobs, and affordable housing having longer sentences for people convicted of violent

- and help prevent crime by increasing treatment for mental crimes, maintaining strong bail laws to keep dangerous

health and drug addiction and by getting illegal guns off the people behind bars, and providing police with more

street support and resources

Overall . 35

Swing
Safety
Democrat
Independent

Republican

White non-college
White college
Black

Hispanic

AAPI
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TAKEAWAY # 3.

Keep the debate about crime focused on what
matters to Virginia voters—preventing crime;
addressing gun violence, drugs, and housing;
and better, more accountable policing.

Vera AcCTION



VOTERS SEE THROUGH THE GOP’S FEAR MONGERING
WHEN ASKED WHAT CRIMES CONCERN THEM MOST

What crime and public safety issues concern you the most?

Non-
% Very Concerned Dem Ind MAGA* MAGA White Black Hisp AAPI Swing Safety

76 53 52 53 60 | 78 69 67 61 57

Gun violence

50 59 35 8l 60 69 64 40 57 46

Homelessness and public drug use

Opioids and fentanyl abuse 45 49 46 83 59 59 66 47 55 50

Street crime like muggings or

assaults 37 50 53 75 52 56 53 48 49 51

Migrant crime g*A 13 40 38 89 47 | 34 37 35 37 31

Carjackings 27 43 38 63 41 45 45 39 37 33

Retail theft 22 41 31 65 41 36 32 32 35 28

Vel‘a ACTION Source: GSG May 2025 Virginia survey commissioned by Vera Action 13



WHEN ASKED ABOUT SOLUTIONS, VOTERS CHOOSE
PREVENTIONOVERGETTING “TOUGH ON CRIME”

How much safer do you believe the following policy proposals will make your community?

Non-
% A Lot Safer Dem Ind MAGA* MAGA White Black Hisp AAPI Swing Safety

81 61 54 61 67 82 74 73 72 67
65 59 69 64 64 69 61 58 61 66
80 |63| 45 47 63 73 79 55 67 65
76 47 52 54 62 73 69 59 61 52

Sening rained e o e People e 79 46 49 35 54 [16 7| s5 57 [e
Paying people a living wage -y 79 48 31 33 53 75 66 49 54 55

66 45 42 45 52 65 66 64 54 51
80| 35 36 24 49 66 65 66 49 41

Improving schools and programs for young people

Building trust between police and the communities they
serve

Increasing access to mental health care

Getting illegal guns off the streets

Investing in preventing crime before it happens

Closing loopholes in gun laws and requiring stronger gun
background checks

Increasing affordable housing

Putting more police officers on the streets

Deporting immigrants who are accused of crimes swiftly
without due process

Mandating longer sentences for people who commit crimes

Vel‘a ACTION Source: GSG May 2025 Virginia survey commissioned by Vera Action 14



EVEN ON THE THORNIEST ISSUE—POLICING—VOTERS
FAVORABETTER, MORE ACCOUNTABLE APPROACH

Which of the following approaches to policing are a priority for you?

Non-
% Top two priority Dem Ind MAGA* MAGA White Black Hisp AAPI Swing Safety

Support police who put their lives on the line
every day and hold them accountable if they
use excessive force or abuse their power

61 67 55 52| 58 62 65 57 64 68

Build strong bonds between police and the
community

57 45 50 45 48 60 60 |61| 47 50

Take the burden off of police officers to solve
every social problem so they can focus on
serious crime

48 45 49 45 50 37 36 35 45 45

Provide more funding to the police

13 26 34 45 28 20 26 18 22 2]

Vel‘a ACTION Source: GSG May 2025 Virginia survey commissioned by Vera Action 15



TAKEAWAY #4.

Get out in front of the “soft-on-crime”

and “immigration” attacks with a strong
message about safety and justice for all of us.

Vera AcCTION



LEAD GROWS WHEN“SOFT-ON-CRIME” ATTACKIIS
MET WITHA“SERIOUS ABOUT SAFETY” MESSAGE

Which one of the following statements do you agree with more, even if neither is exactly right?
% Very
Crime/Safety Debate Convincing

Split Spanberger More Law Enforcement Overall. Swing
For Abigail Spanberger, service to country, community, and the Commonwealth runs deep. Growing up near
sample Richmond... After 9/11, she joined the CIA in the fight against terrorism and later served in Congress, where she led
multiple efforts — working with both Democrats and Republicans — to help Virginia's police departments pay for more 30 22
officers and first responders. As Governor, Spanberger will prioritize making sure Virginia's law enforcement officers
have the training, tools, and resources they need to keep our Commonwealth's communities safe.

Split Spanberger Prevention
For Abigail Spanberger, service to country, community, and the Commonwealth runs deep. Growing up near
53mp|e Richmond... After 9/11, she joined the CIA in the fight against terrorism and later served in Congress, where she worked 31 26
with Democrats and Republicans to invest in creating safe communities with good schools and housing that is
affordable. As Governor, Spanberger will focus on preventing crime, not just responding after it happens, by increasing
r nt for ntal health and dr iction an ing.ill | r

Sears

Winsome Earle-Sears was born in Jamaica and immigrated to America as a child... Sears believes crime in Virginia is a

growing problem that needs serious action. As Governor, Sears will work to eliminate sanctuary cities, fire rogue 34 22
prosecutors who are letting dangerous criminals walk the streets, fight Democrat politicians who are trying to defund

local police, and work with the FBI Gang Taskforce to catch and deport migrant gang members who are making our

streets less safe. Putting Virginians' safety first will always be Sears' top priority.

Spanberger Undecided Sears Net Spanberger
Initial Vote [ S| +10
Heard Law Enforcement X NG 10 +6
Heard Prevention EHIIIIIININENEGgENNNNE °© —_e +1

Ver a ACT I 0 N Source: GSG May 2025 Virginia survey commissioned by Vera Action
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EVENIN THEFACEOF “SOFT-ON-IMMIGRATION”

ATTACKS, ABALANCED MESSAGE PERFORMS BETTER

Which one of the following statements do you agree with more, even if neither is exactly right?

Sears Ad

MS-13 and other criminal illegals are threatening communities in Virginia and putting our families in danger. Recently, a top MS-13
leader was arrested in Virginia. Abigail Spanberger voted to allow sanctuary cities that keep vicious and ruthless killers like him in
America and on our streets, but Winsome Earle-Sears has a different message for these monsters: Your days in America are
numbered. Like Trump, Sears understands that her first job is to keep Virginians safe. As Governor, Sears will do everything in her
power to dismantle MS-13 and keep Virginia from becoming a safe haven for migrant criminals.

Spanberger Response - Current
Abigail Spanberger isa former Iaw enforcement officer and mother who cares deeply about the safety of our communltres
ff

Split
sam |e terrorrzmq communities with mdlscrlmrnate ralds on schools and churches, or arresting legal, Iaw-abldrnq immigrants and deportrnq
p them without due process. As Governor, Spanberger will work with law enforcement and community leaders on solutions that
prioritize safety, respect the rule of law, and recognize the value that immigrants bring to our state.

Spanberger Response - Balanced

Split Abigail Spanberger is a former law enforcement off icer and mother who cares deeply about the safety of our communrtres
sample . . - - . . - . - . . .
without due process doesn't make us sa g r. As Governor, Spanberger will work with law enforcement and communlty Ieaders on
solutions that prioritize safety, respect the rule of law, and recognize the value that immigrants bring to our state.
Spanberger Undecided Sears Net Spanberger

10 +8

Informed Vote

Heard Current Response [ 7 +9
Heard Balanced Response I ¢ —T +12

Vel‘ a ACT I 0 N Source: GSG May 2025 Virginia survey commissioned by Vera Action
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TAKEAWAY #5.

Tie Trump’s actions to making life less safe for
everyone—and frame it as making things worse,
not as a return to failed policies of the past.

Vera AcCTION



VIRGINIA VOTERS CONNECT THE POLICIES OF THE
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION WITH THEIR OWN SAFETY

Does this action make Virginia communities more or less safe, or not impact at all?

Less Safe More Safe Net Less Safe
Alittle Nolmpact A little Alot Overall Swing Safety

[SAFTEY NETS] Slashing vital safety nets like Medicaid
and food stamps that thousands of Virginians rely on
[LAYOFFS] Mass government layoffs which have cost 48 2
thousands of Virginians their careers
[TARIFFS] Imposing tariffs on basic necessities and
energy, driving up prices and causing turbulence in “ 30 HH
the stock market
[DOE] Cuts to key departments and agencies 47 2 4
Virginians rely on, like the Department of Education
[COURT ORDERS] Ignoring court orders and
threatening to fire federal judges who rule against the
federal government
[STUDENTS] Targeting and arresting students for 45
exercising their First Amendment right to free speech
[DEPORTATIONS] Mass deportations of people who
have been here for decades, often times without due _ ﬂ n m
process

Vel‘a ACTION Source: GSG May 2025 Virginia survey commissioned by Vera Action 20
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+47 +58 +67

+46 +55 +57

+43 +50 +48

+35 +47 +51

29 +35 +41 +44

+14 +25 +36




VIRGINIA VOTERS CONNECT THE POLICIES OF THE
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION WITH THEIR OWN SAFETY

Which message do you agree with more, even if neither is exactly right?

Overall
Swing
Safety

Democrat
Independent
Republican

18-44
45-64
65+

White non-college
White college
Black

Hispanic

AAPI

Vera AcTION

Americans are already struggling with high costs and instability, but The Republicans’ agenda is a return to the failed policies
Republicans are making things worse by gutting jobs across of the past. It's more tax giveaways for billionaires and Elon
Virginia and cutting health care, education, and local services to give Musk's vanity projects, while working Virginians face higher
tax cuts to billionaire donors like Elon Musk. Republicans are prices and disappearing safety nets. When people lose their
focused on the wrong priorities and making the lives of everyday jobs and homes and can't afford food or childcare, the
Virginians unstable and unsafe in the process. Neither safety of all our communities suffers.
40 | 40 20/
A 34 -
I T 24 33|

es ‘e 26/
50 | 39
10| 81

Y I —— 29
I i A — A
A 45

2 | 54
k- 39

[ e —

I 18
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OWNING OUR VALUES

1. LEAD WITH BEING “SERIOUS ABOUT SAFETY”
The phrase “serious about safety” affirmatively positions safety as a core priority and is an effective
and pithy counter to any “tough-on-crime” rhetoric from the opposition. Here is the full sentence of
what it means to be “serious about safety”: Fully fund things that are proven to prevent crime before
it happens and make communities safer, like good schools, jobs, affordable housing, and treatment,
and gettingillegal guns off the street.

1. NEUTRALIZE ATTACKS WITH “SOLUTIONS OVER SCARE TACTICS”
Go on the offense to call out fear-based and divisive rhetoric about being “tough” or “soft” on crime.
Tap into what the majority of voters want—a real set of community-based solutions to prevent crime,
respond to crisis, and stop violence. Highlight specific programs and how they work, who they serve,
and the impact they have. Trust voters to see through scare tactics and reject exploitation of fear and
division if it is called out.

1. REPUBLICANS HAVE THE WRONG PRIORITIES AND ARE MAKING US LESS SAFE
Attack GOP opponents for having gutted jobs, healthcare, education, and local services to give a tax
break to the rich—and connect the affordability crisis with safety and feeling less stable and secure.

VeraAcTION



Insha Rahman, Director
irahman@vera.org

Brian Tashman, Deputy Director
btashman@vera.org
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