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As the GOP spent $1B+ on crime and immigration attacks, 
Harris ran as a “tough-on-crime-and-immigration” 

candidate—yet failed to win over voters.  
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DESPITE THE ADVANTAGE THAT REPUBLICAN 
CANDIDATES HAVE WITH BATTLEGROUND 
VOTERS…

         Source: GSG 2026 House Battleground Survey commissioned by Vera Action, April 2025                3



… GOP CANDIDATES ARE VULNERABLE ON CRIME 
WHEN OPPONENTS LEAN INTO SAFETY AND 
JUSTICE



TAKEAWAY # 1:
“Safety and justice” voters are a bloc that is less 
partisan and more likely to vote for a 
candidate—from either party—based on their 
platform. These voters are up for the taking.



“SAFETY AND JUSTICE” VOTERS ARE KEY 
TARGETS IN HOUSE BATTLEGROUND DISTRICTS 

“Safety and justice” voters make up 20 percent of the electorate in House battlegrounds:

● Compared to the average electorate, they are more likely to be independent, 
non-college educated, live in an urban or suburban area, and are voters of color 
(AAPI, Black, or Latino). They overlap significantly with traditional swing voters.

● They favor funding things proven to prevent crime and create safe communities 
(53%) over “tough” approaches (47%). 

● When it comes to crime, they are most concerned about opioids and fentanyl (56% 
very concerned), homelessness and public drug use (53%), and gun violence (43%).

● They believe increasing access to mental health care (63%), getting illegal guns off 
the street (56%), and building trust between police and the community (58%) will 
make communities a lot safer. Only 38% say “putting more police officers on the 
street” will make communities a lot safer.
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“SAFETY AND JUSTICE” VOTERS ARE NOT ALONE IN 
WANTING A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO 
SAFETY
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TAKEAWAY # 2:
By remaining silent or responding by trying to 
“out-tough” the opposition when under attack 
on crime and immigration, Democrats miss out 
on winning over “safety and justice” voters.



TH
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THE GOP SPENT $1.3B ON 
IMMIGRATION AND CRIME ADS.

DEMOCRATS SPENT
$319M IN COMPARISON.

THE 2024 “WILLIE HORTON” PLAYBOOK WAS ABOUT 
BIG CITIES, MIGRANTS, FENTANYL, AND THE BORDER



GOP OUTSPENT DEMOCRATS ON CRIME AND 
IMMIGRATION—JUST AS IN THE LAST 3 CYCLES
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IN 2024, DEMOCRATS COULD HAVE WON OVER 
SWING VOTERS BY DRAWING A CONTRAST ON 
CRIME

         Source: GBAO Post-2024 Election commissioned by Vera Action, November 2024                11



TAKEAWAY # 3:
In 2026 House battleground districts, voters 
want to see “safety and justice” policies from 
candidates—and would be (pleasantly) surprised 
to hear about them from Democrats.



EVEN IN AN UNFAVORABLE POLITICAL CLIMATE, 
A “SAFETY AND JUSTICE” MESSAGE DRAWS EVEN
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THE PROBLEM IS THAT BATTLEGROUND VOTERS 
NEED TO HEAR DEMOCRATS OWN  THESE 
PROPOSALS
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TAKEAWAY # 4:
Even with partisan affiliation attached, 
a “safety and justice” Democratic 
candidate moves skeptical swing and 
“safety” voters by 10+ percentage points.



“SAFETY AND JUSTICE” OUTPERFORMS OTHER 
MESSAGES—INCLUDING THE GOP “TOUGH” ONE
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TAKEAWAY # 5:
“Safety and justice” policy proposals are popular 
with all voters—except MAGA voters who will not 
vote for Democrats, regardless of what they say. 



EVEN A “PURPLE” HOUSE BATTLEGROUND 
ELECTORATE BELIEVES IN “SAFETY AND JUSTICE”

         Source: GSG 2026 House Battleground Survey commissioned by Vera Action, April 2025                18



Values: 
Proactively talk about safety, accountability, and justice—early and often. 
Leaning into these values helps to overcome the trust and volume gap with 
voters who do not believe Democrats care about crime or immigration.

Villain: 
Chip away at the Republican advantage on crime and immigration by driving 
home that they are focused on the wrong priorities. Call out the 
obvious—instead of offering real solutions to make us safer, they are employing 
“tough-on-crime” rhetoric to divide and distract us. Don’t take the bait.

Vision: 
Own the policies that make improve quality of life for all voters—like good jobs, 
affordable housing, increasing access to mental health care, and getting illegal 
guns off the street. Be concrete and share examples of success.

BUILDING THE SAFETY AND JUSTICE NARRATIVE



FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Visit Vera Action’s resource library: 
https://veraaction.org/messaging-research-and-polling-library/
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